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After this letter the negotiations were broken off. Hitler
once again withdrew disgustedly to his 6 Magic Mountain',
not however without having previously made public the
whole of his correspondence with Hindenburg.
But Papen remained Chancellor for only a few days.
Stabbed by Schleicher
Only for a very few days.
For Schleicher was gathering himself together for a final
blow, and one which came like a bolt from the blue to Papen.
Schleicher had recognised that this fresh defeat by
Hindenburg had shown up Hitler even more clearly before
the electorate. It was sufficient that the President had
given a party leader to understand that he did not enjoy
his confidence. But beside its leader there was the Party
itself, which after all had one hundred and ninety-seven
seats in the Reichstag. And the political representative of
this party was not Hitler himself, but Gregor Strasser. The
obvious course for Schleicher was therefore to set about
throwing Papen overboard in order to form with Strasser
and a section of the Social Democrats a coalition cabinet :
Schleicher-Strasser-Leipart.
Behind the scenes there must have been a savage affray
between Papen and Schleicher. This collision between the
two intriguers was more than violent. But Schleicher had
the Reichswehr behind him, and Papen practically no one
except, possibly, Hindenburg, And Hindenburg had at
first set almost as much store by Schleicher as Papen.
There was thus no doubt about the result of this battle
behind the scenes. The victory had to be Schleicher's.
Gnashing his teeth and filled with ideas of revenge, Papen
now had to announce his real resignation.   Now that the
Reichswehr had dropped him, he had neither party nor
. followers, and could no longer continue in power merely
on the strength, of Hindenburg's confidence.
On the 30th November 1932 Herr von Papen quitted
the Reichschancellery.
His Government had lasted six months to the day.